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The Saint Paul Planning Commission is a 21-member advisory body made up of resident volunteers appointed by the Mayor
and approved by the City Council. The Commission reviews and makes recommendations on city planning issues, including
comprehensive planning and zoning studies and amendments. The Commission has four subcommittees; Zoning,
Comprehensive and Neighborhood Planning, Transportation, and Communications and Nominations. The Commission’s
decisions are informed by the City policies and community vision as set out in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, Saint Paul for All,
and input from the public. The Planning Commission strives to continually engage the community, involving the people who
live, work, do business, and play in Saint Paul.

The 2021 Annual Report provides a summary of the Planning Commission’s zoning cases, major activities, and
accomplishments over the past year. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Planning Commission meetings and
Subcommittee meetings were held virtually via Microsoft Teams. The public was able to attend the meetings virtually online
or by phone and provide feedback for public hearings via live testimony or in writing.

Zoning Committee

The Zoning Committee hears requests for Rezonings, Conditional Use Permits (CUP), Nonconforming Use Permits (NCUP),
Determinations of Similar Use (DSU), variances, occasional site plans, and appeals of certain administrative decisions. A total
of 43 applications were submitted to the Zoning Committee of the Planning Commission in 2021, up slightly from last year, a
change of 5 % percent. The number and types of cases are illustrated in annual, five, and ten year trends.

Figure 1. Zoning Case Applications, City of Saint Paul, 2017-2021
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Figure 2 is a citywide zoning case distribution map by type, for calendar year 2021.

Figure 2. Zoning Case Distribution by Type, City of Saint Paul, 2021
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The third figure shows the distribution of zoning cases by Ward. Ward 2 had the greatest number of cases submitted (12) in
2021. Wards 1 and 5 had the next highest number, each having 8 cases this past year.

Figure 3. Zoning Cases by Ward, City of Saint Paul, 2021
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The fourth figure provides the number of Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals decisions appealed to City Council
from 2012 through 2021. Over the past decade, annual fluctuations in the number of appeals to the City Council of Planning
Commission decisions ranged from zero cases in 2013 to eight in 2016. This past year, of the 43 cases reviewed by the Planning
Commission, 26 decisions could have been appealed; rezonings are reviewed by the Planning Commission but decided upon
by the City Council. Two cases (8%) of 26 Planning Commission decisions were appealed to the City Council in 2021.

Figure 4. Appeals to City Council, Saint Paul, 2012-2021
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Figure 5. Highlighted Zoning Cases, City of Saint Paul, 2021

Highlighted Zoning Cases

@ Notable zoning cases are presented to
o highlight  multifamily and  mixed-use

development plans submitted in 2021. The

selected cases include market rate

@ apartments and those with a mix of
affordability while illustrating the sometimes

controversial nature of items that go before
the Zoning Committee.
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